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COUGAR 
 PRESS 

Greeting Parents and Guardians, 

We hope you and your family are doing well.  Our students are diligently 

working, learning and growing as we wrap up the last quarter of the school 

year.    As we complete the last couple of months of school, many of our 

students will be taking the FSA for Math and ELA.  Please make sure you 

child gets plenty of rest and has good breakfast.  Breakfast is served, at 

no cost to students, every morning until 8:25 am. 

Here are the dates for The Third Nine Weeks Awards Ceremony.  All of the 

Awards Ceremonies begin at 9 am in the Cafeteria. 

April 6—3rd Grade 

April 9—4th Grade 

April 12—5th Grade 

Remember, parents and guardians, you must be cleared by the district to 

attend the honor roll assemblies.  The School Access Form is located on our 

school’s website at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply/.    

The next SAC Meeting will be on Thursday, April 19 at 4 pm in the Media Cen-

ter.  

 

Parents and Guardians, thank you for your support.  Please continue to en-

sure your child is in class by 8:30 each morning.  Our students begin their 

day in their classrooms with their lessons at 8:30 and we would not want 

your child to miss instruction.  Thank you for your assistance.   

On Wednesday, April 11 we sent home a Parent Input Form to better aid us in 

placing your child in the most appropriate learning environment for the 2018-

2019 school year.  Please complete the forms (also found on our school’s 

website) by the end of April so we can work on class lists for next year. 

 

We look forward to a great finish to this school year! 

From the Principal’s Desk 

APRIL
2018 
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As we near the end of the school 
year, I would like to remind you 
that your child’s medication 
should be picked up from the clinic 
by  

THURSDAY, MAY 24,2018 

 School policy does not allow for 
medication to remain in the school 
over the summer.  It will be im-

portant for you to make arrangements to pick up 
your child’s medication since medications may not 
go home with the student.  Any medication left in 
the clinic after THURSDAY, MAY 24, 2018 will be dis-
carded according to policy. 

 

It will be important for you to make arrangements 
to pick up your child’s medication since medications 

may NOT go home with the student.  Any medication 
left in the clinic after THURSDAY, May 24, 2018 will be dis-
carded according to policy. 

 

Please contact me at 904/547-7832 if you have any 
questions or concerns.  Thank you and have a safe 
summer. 

 

Roxane Smith, RN, BSN 

School Health Nurse  
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PROTECT YOUR CHILD AGAINST SUMMER 
READING LOSS!!!!!! 

The research is clear that children who don't read 
during the summer can lose up to three months 
of reading progress and that loss has a cumula-
tive, long-term effect. The following resources 
and articles provide information about summer 
reading and summer learning loss. Plus you'll 
discover great activities to encourage kids to 
learn, read, and have fun in the summer sun!    
www.ReadWriteThink.org 
www.Guys Read.com 
www.ReadKiddoRead.com 
www.DropEverythingandRead.com 
 
You can protect your child against summer reading loss: 
*Have your student(s) participate in the Crookshank Summer Reading Olympics!!! 
* Encourage your student to read a variety of different materials, but let your student choose! 
* Discuss stories or articles you have both read 
* Ask your student questions about what was read 
* Encourage your student to write a response to what was read 
* Ensure your student reads at least one book every ten days. The amount of time spent 
reading outside of school is important. For example, a student who reads 21 minutes per day 
outside of school reads almost 2 million words per year, whereas a student who reads less than a 
minute per day outside of school reads only 8,000 to 21,000 words per year. 

http://www.Guys
http://www.ReadKiddoRead.com


 4 

Parents!  Make Sure Your Student Participates in the 
John A. Crookshank Summer Reading Olympics! 

Check the folder your student brings home from the end of the year Awards Day 
Ceremony.  Inside you will find all the details of the Summer Reading Olympics, a 
summer reading log, and a suggested list of books which your student can read 
over the summer. And a free book for your student so he/she can start reading 
right away!!!! We will have 3 categories of WINNERS based on how much reading 
your student does over the summer.   
 
Grades K-2:  Bronze Medal Winner-read 15 to 29 books - win a medal and an ice 
cream sundae   
  party with the principal! 
           Silver Medal Winner-read 30 to 44 books - win a medal, one coupon book 
good for 

lots of fun things at Crookshank and an ice cream sundae party with 
the principal! 

Gold Medal Winner- read 45 or more books-win a medal, two 
coupon books good for fun stuff at Crookshank and an ice cream sun-
dae party with the principal! 

(It is ok for preK and kindergarteners to count books that parents read to 
them over the summer.) 

 
Grades 3-4:  Bronze Medal Winner-read 1,000 to 1,499 pages-win a medal and 

an ice cream   
  sundae party with the principal! 

Silver Medal Winner-read 1,500 to 1,999 pages-win a medal, one 
coupon book good for fun stuff at Crookshank, and an ice cream sun-
dae party with the principal! 

          Bronze Medal Winner-read 2,000 or more pages-win a medal, two 
coupon books 

good for fun stuff at Crookshank, and an ice cream sundae party with 
the principal! 

 
Parents, you will need to sign the student’s reading log each time the stu-

dent reads for him to get credit in the contest.  And the BEST part:  The public li-
brary’s Bookmobile will be at Crookshank every Tuesday in June.  Your student 
will be able to borrow books to read right here at Crookshank!  The Bookmobile 
schedule will also be in the folder your student brings home from the Awards 
Day Ceremony.  

 
What’s a coupon book???   The coupon book contains reward coupons.  

There is a “no homework” pass, a coupon good for wearing a hat for a day, a 
coupon to attend PTO movie night free, a coupon for an extra 10 minutes of re-
cess, a coupon for 15 minutes of free choice computer time, a coupon to be a 
helper in a lower grade for 1 hour, and many more!!!!  
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The next collection for 
Box Tops will be Friday 

May 18th. 

FOOD THAT’S IN WHEN 
SCHOOL IS OUT!  

Any Student who is 18 years 
of age or younger may re-
ceive free, nutritious meals 
at Crookshank Elementary 

School (June 11th-July 13th), or 
ST. AUGUSTINE HIGH SCHOOL 

(June 4th-July 24th). THE Emergency Services Homeless 
Coalition and the Solomon Calhoun Center will be 

serving meals June 4th –July 20th. Please dial 211 to in-
quire about the serving times or any additional loca-

tions serving meals.  

Box Tops 



 6 

 In the library recently, students have discovered some amazing nonfic-
tion books that have captured their attention. By going on “scavenger 

hunts” in the nonfiction stacks, students are practicing their library re-
search skills and finding treasures along the way. Those students who 

perhaps have always focused on fiction, have found amazing books on 
creatures of all sorts, countries across the earth, robots and technolo-

gy, and outer space.  I am pleased to see their interest, as this increases 
their knowledge of the world around them.  

Dr. Seuss night was a great success. I invited a public library official, 

Mr. Harold George, to set up a table with me and offer public library card 

sign up.   He lives in our neighborhood, and loved being here. He was able 
to sign up 25 families!  The public library has a rich selection of digital 
content and everything is free! The public library is a great resource for 
summer reading and all branches offer activities for children.  

Crookshank’s Battle of the Books team has been practicing their skills 

since February. This team of 7 students is studying 15 Sunshine State 
books and preparing to recall specific quotations from the books. They 
meet with me in the media center at 8a on a daily basis and 3 times per 

week they bring their lunch to the library and practice with sample 
quotes. They will face southern St. Johns County teams on May 10th at 

Gamble Rogers. 

Thank you to our SAC for approving purchase and installation of an in-

teractive whiteboard in the media center. This wonderful tool will give stu-

dents in lower grades an opportunity to engage with touch screen tech-
nology. Grades 3-5 in the new building have interactive boards in each 
classroom. This model will accommodate multiple simultaneous touch, so 

more than one child can be at the board at a time.   

Enjoy this wonderful season with your children!  

Mary Linekin 

Media Specialist    
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